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SUBJ2C?: ^LEiaS, Bruno 



1* The following information, contained in the files of OSO-CIA, 
concerns Bruno JCALKIHS, & controversial personality among Latvian 
emigres, who, according to latest reports, resides la Sweden. 

2* In lte wit of liberation (191**-1918) the Latvian A ray f ought 
two occupying powara, the Gertsens and the Russians. In the latter 
part of this war It was rumored that Bruno k LiilES acted as an agita- 
tor, attempting to sway Latvian soldiers to the Bolshevik A ray. 

3* Subject' e father, Social Democratic speaker of the Latvian 
Parliaaent, Paul ULW 3S f was an est eemed and honored Latvian, not 
only in his own country but In Europe as a whole. It was assuoed that 
because of the popularity of his father and because his father served 
as Speaker of the Latvian Parliaaent, ^ruoo KALSIfiS was elected ae a 
Senator In the Latvian Parliaaent. However, probably- because of the 
influence of his aether, Berta ItUfm, who wee a member of the extreme 
left-wing of the Social Democratic Party 1a Latvia, Subject became such 
a radical Socialist that the Latvian people assumed that both Subject 
and his Bother were. If not outright C o — unf its, at least eo—ualet 
sympathisers* The animosity of the Latvian people toward Subject and 
hie aether was evidenced by the feet that is the 1930' e a parody on a 
popular song ridiculed at well ae accused th em of oo— moist sympathies 
and connections* 



k m In the late 20's ^approximately 1928) Bruno XaLXISS, still a 
member of the left-wing faction of the .social Democrats and still a 
Senator in the Latvian Jfhurllament, organised the so-called SSS Organ** 
lmtlon (Stradnleku Sports vn Serge - rforhsrs Sport and Protector)* 

A great nusber of Latvians were, and still are, absolutely certain 
that while Chief of the SSS, iCALHXNS was either directly in the employ 
of the Soviet Calcs or acted in their behalf. Several Indications 
which may be taken ae evldenoe of this belief held by many Latvians, 
w^4#ae the f*n t£ that members of the S5S vert organised, and acted as a 
perl-mllltary organisation; they wore blue shirts end trousers, with 
red ties at their welfare, nod at all functions and demonstrations 
carried a red flag, 

5. On 15 May 193b, (arils ULHAHft with the aid of General Janie 
BA LODI S and Alfreds B&LI}£, executed a coup d'etat and gave ae the 
reason for this coup the fact that between the pro-Cononuiist 5ES and 
the pro-fascist ?EBKOK0.UbfS, as wsll a* the mass rows grafters within 
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the Latvian Democratic Government* the country vac not only doomed 
to go into bankruptcy* but fileo on too merge of bein^ sold to t ho 
Soviet Union or Has! Germany whichever of these letter t*o would be 
able to out- smart the other* 

6* Alfreds BEKUfiB, aavlng been placed In charge of security* 
was Instrumental In jelling &JJIIRS and at the some time raiding his 
headquarters which disclosed a great aoount of pro-Coacunlst litera- 
ture* Hus si an manufactured weapon* and great amounts of Latvian as 
veil es Russian currency* In addition there vers rumors to the effect 
that XMN1HS mas preparing to overthrow the Latvian Gotmrnoent by 
force with the support of the Soviet Union on tone date later than the 
ULWJOflS coup of 15 Mty 1934. Haring served approximately two years In 
Jail* »LBIHB was believed to have been deported from Latvia and prob- 
ably vent through f inland and Sweden* It was rumored that Subject fi- 
nally located in Sorvay where he supposedly Joined the Norwegian Com* 
wunlst Party aai as a representative of this party OLbli® was believed 
to bare been sent to Spain where he became this party's representative 
to the C canonist Go ve r nm ent of Spain during the Spanish Civil bar* 

7* Subsequent to this until June W there was no known inform- 
ation regarding XAL!«ISS* 

Q* On lb June 19b0, when the Russians occupied Latvia* JC^LKISC 
suddenly appeared on the scene as the Political Commissar* or so-called 
POLIUtUr* of the Latvian Army which was completely inactive under Soviet 
domination* In this position XXLKIIB was Instrumental in the following: 

a* Executing orders free the Russian Army concerning the 
Latvian Army* 

b* the supervision of the political reliability of all mem- 
bere of the Latvian Army* It was runored that XAlJlISS 
was instrumental In the surreal of Latvian Airay officers 
who were believed by the Russians to be politically un- 
reliable* 

c* Making numerous speeches extolling the greatness of the 
Covle t Union* all of which were readily published by the 
pro-£utelan Latvian newspaper Gina* 

9* Even though XALhIHE c Lolas that he accepted his role of Polit- 
ical Goan laser of the Zatrlan Army as a possible means of aiding the 
Latvian people* especially since he had been requested to do this by 
General IaLODIS* and even though he olalrn that his position as Politi- 
cal Commissar was only of a six week* duration* such claims appear con- 
trary to fact* the Latvian Army under Soviet domination existed for a 
p eriod of t hree months during which time BALtfISS was Political Comslssar* 
subsequently the Latvian Army as such was disbanded* however* a number of 
soldiers and officers were automatically transferred Into the regular 
Russian Army* Having been relieved of hie duties as Political Commissar 
- merely because of the leek of a Latvian Arny - &LHX?£i became a lectur- 
er at the University of Hlge where he lectured on the subjects of -Marxism, 



Leninism end how these theories are filled in the Soviet s'aion* 

10* ALhXXS whereabouts during tm* Lertaan occupfction of Latvia 
(1941 to 19^5) OMinot he established with accuracy, itovover, upon 
cessation of hostilities he began to rise in Sweden os a very Influ- 
ential Social Democrat and c* a Latvian who was engaged In assisting 
his fellow-countrymen in Sweden, providing they support his preten- 
tions of becoming one of the greet Latvian emigre leaders. Subject's 
connection with various Latvian emigre organisations appears to stem 
fr>v the fact tnat, upon his father’s death, he Inherited hie father's 
position ss leader of the Latvian Social Leaoorate. In this position 
he was expected to supply and op prove the foolal Democrat Kepreseota- 
tires In the Latvian emigre organisations, many of which are striving 
for a united emigre representation. 

11* the majority of Latvians outside of their home country axe 
both saased and pun sled by the immensity of power and influence which 
KALKXHR possesses In hie relationship with the Swedish government. 

In part this is explained by the fact that the Swedish government is 
dominated by the Social democrats. It is also rumored tnat some Lat- 
vians are certain lALtfIXS derives. his power, from Cosnunist. interests. 

The latter belief it substantiated in port by the fact that a LAIRS 
has no visible means of support. 

— *\ 

12. Past as well as present opponents of KALZIIH5 ore the victims 
of vicious slander heaped upon thee by through numerous letters 

to influential persons and through a Latvian newspaper published In 
Sweden which he controls. Of particular Interest may be the feud in 
progress at present between lAU:I*s and BLBZI3S. Subject claimed that 
2E&ZI5S was one of the triumvirate who participated in tbs coup in 193h 
and had opposed and exterminated all principles of democracy In Latvia, 
the apparent truth of the cat ter is that hShZI.na, at present a member 
of the Latvian consultative panel of the (National Committee for a 

Tree Europe) and a person who la convinced that ttLHINS is In the employ 
of the Communists, la attempting to discredit him by all possible legal 
means. It is noteworthy that AUJIJB woe successful in accomplishing 
the removal of a member of this panel, one r.BQLS, fnu, by aeane of dis- 
crediting letters sent to the head of BCF2. JC1LH!12> has attempted to 
accomplish the same 1 b regard to BLiisISE but to date has been unable to 
do eo. 

13* Toldeaars BASTJASIS, a Social Democrat of the center-wing, 
has been a life-long friend of KALUJS. Although a groat deal of sus- 
picion that 3ASTJA3IS had collaborated with the Russians In 19bO had 
existed and had deterred his immigration to the U.S., he has recently 
been permitted to enter this country. 'Airing BAf-VAOTS'e stay in Ger- 
many he frequently corresponded with XftLUXRS. and for c short period 
of time declared that he had broken his friendship with him. However, 
at present he has again indicated his support of KAL14I&. 
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Son of late Dr. Paul KALNINS, Speaker to the Ietvian Parliament. Acknowledged 
leader, Central Council of Latvia. "According to his ffiends and foes alike, he 
has ’very much improved lately. 1 This remark undoubtedly has reference to 
^runo KALNINS 1 earlier ectreoe political radicalism. By the Ulmanists he is re- 
proached for having been in 1940 the chief political dvlser of *politruk’ of the 
Latvian arcy during the popular-democratic pe iod, 1939-1940, but according to 
reliable witnesses, KALNINS accepted the said post realy at the request of 
the Commander in Chi$f, General BALODIS, and after a corresp nding decision ef 
. the Latvian Social-Democratic Party Executive. In theface of obvious Soviet 
breech of pr mise and subsequent sovietisation of Latvia, he resigned. "He is 
now chairman of this group in Sweden. WSS-I96, TIBERIUS, 2 Nov 48* 

30-22616. Lat. Emigre s-Per- 
sonalities and organisations. 

Was rescued from Stutthof concentration camp near Danzig, and reportedly works 
for the Swedish A-, ions Oommission and the Swedish foreign office on all matters 
concerning Baltic Refugees . /%£/ m / kflx tfx/ x At one tins he uqs called a 
Soviet agent in Stockholm. 

Compilation by HBV/N, Apr. 48 
Filed, Govt in Exile. 

Editor of "Latvju Zinas," seal-weekly inofficial mouthpiece of the Central 
Council in Sweden, said to have a circulation of 2,000 throughout the world. 
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